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a Yorkfhire Freeholder, and congratulate the decided Majo- 
rity of my Countrymen on that difinterefted Integrity with 
‘which they have agreed to fet their Hands-to a Petition, from which, 
if from.any Thing, we may venture to hope for the Redrefs of our 
.public-Grievances. Our truly worthy Reprefentative Sir George 
‘Savile has prefented it to the Houfe of Commons, where he has 
‘pledged himfelf to fupport the Rights of his Conftituents with his — 
whole Weight and Intereft in Parliament. This, I fear, will: be. 
found abiolutely neceflary ; for there is not the {malleft Doubt that 
a terrified Miniftry, which, .on the firft Report. of an Intention to 
call the County, difpatched hafty Letters from the Treafyry, com= 
manding their Adherents to keep themfelves abfent from the Meet- 
‘ing, will ftill act under the fame cowardly Influence, and exert 
themfelves with all Diligence to defeat a Meafure, which, if ‘it 
takes Effect, they forefee muft neceffarily defeat them’: For it ‘is 
very evident that, where no one good Action can be inftanced in 
their Support, they can only be {upported: by Corruption ; and that 
if the Means of their snconftitutional Influence be taken away, they 
will remain poffeffed of:no Influence at ail. We may therefore con~ 
clude that they will make ufe of whatever Means lie in their Power 
to divert the Indignation which is at laft about:to overwhelm them: 
jt is confequently our Part to guard againit their paltry Efforts, 
‘and to ftand firm to the Demands-we have already:made. It isim- 
poflible.to forefee the anenaier a Laft-Shift may dictate; but as 
. the 


T’ is with a‘con{cious Pride’ I appear to-day under the Title of 
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the Diftrefs of Miniftry, and their Fear of our juft Refentment, has 

‘already prompted a Proteft from one of the Southern Counties *, 
in which it is to be fuppofed they have brought forward the moft 
weighty Arguments that can be brought in Support of their Caute, 
I think it may not be inexpedient to give you fuch a Comment on 
that extraordinary Paper as may warn you from-;being enfnared by 
Preteacés, however plaufible, and may confirm you in the excellent 
Work you have already with fo much Virtue begun. 

I. If by the Words Form, Regularity, and eftablifbed Authority, 
the Example of fermer Times be meant, the prefent Meetings 
through almoft all the Counties in the Kingdom can, exclufive of 
numerous other Cafes, plead the Precedent of the Year 1770, when 
the Authority which convened them was the fame; when the Form 
both of calling and meeting was, fo far as Circumftances would ad- 
mit, the fame; and when the Rule of Proceeding was in general 


‘ precifely the fame. Since that Time, fo far from being thought ex- 


ceptionable, Meetings of a fimilar Form and Nature have been {o- 
licited by Adminittration, fo that we may reafonably conclude that 
if the Pétitions now prefented prayed for a Continuance of Minitte- 
wial Prodigality, the Exceptions taken would appear to the Protefters 
‘to be, what they really are, falfe.—That the Senfe of a County can 
be collected, let.the Example of Yorkfhire bear Witnefs. . The Pe- 

| TA Nae 2 ) : tition 


* Phe Protest of' the Lord Lieutenant, and Part of the Nobility, Gentry, &c. of 
hey t _'-. ‘the'County of HERTFORD ; | am 

_ We the.Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders: of sh ser ‘Hert- 

ford, whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, do hereby.proteft againft the Proceedings 

of certain Noblemen, ‘Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the faid County, at-a 

eeting. fummoned ‘by ‘the Sheriff of Hertfordfhire, and held at Hertford this 17th 
ay of January, 1780, for the following, amongft other Reafons : 

’ aft, Becaufe we: apprehend the-true Senfe of the County cannot ‘be colleGted, nor 


‘the Matters propofed duly examined in a Meeting of this Nature, fo new in-its: Form, 
-and fo véid of Regularity, or any known and eftablifhed: Authority. 


. adly, Becaufe many Affertions are made in the Petition propofed to be prefented to 


‘the Houfe.of Commons, in Support of which no-Proofs have been adduced at the 


Meeting. - | | 
eae: ‘Becaufe the Pétition appears to us to convey Infinuations injurious.and. dif- 
‘re{pectful to Parliament, and dangerous to the Conftitution, and-rendered more fo, as 


it is accompanied by Refolutions explanatory of the Intentions and Purpofes of it. 


4thly, Becaufe that Part of the Petition: which relates to the granting of Supplies, 
appeats tous’ to be an Attack upon the righe and Privileges, and Freedom of the 


‘Commons of Great- Britain in Parliament aflembled. 


5thly, Becaufe we conceive that the Petition and Refolutions are calculated to pro- 
duce Diffidence and Sufpicions in:the Minds of his Majefty’s Subjects, at a Time 
when. Unanimity and Confidence in Government are effentially neceflary. to: fupport 
and invigorate the Exertions of the State in our Defence, againft the. moft formidable 
Attack that has ever’been made upon his Majefty’s Dominions. 

6thly, We do moft particularly proteft againft the Refolutions for appointing a 


‘Committee of Correfpondence, apparently tending to overawe the Legiflature, by col- 


\e&ting and combining ‘the factious Difcontents of the feveral Parts. of the: Kingdom 
into one)Syftem, upon. which to found Powers, and introduce Meafures inconfiftent 
with, and fubverfive of our prefent happy Conftitution, and to eftablifh a Plan which 


-appears to us to lead to the greateft Calamities which can befal our Country; namely, 


Infurrection! Confufion! and Anarchy! Signed Sandwiche—Clarendop=-March- 
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‘tition propofed here has been figned by a large Majority of the Free- 
holders, and this I fuppofe will not be denied to fpeak the Senfe of 
their County.—But the Matters propofed, we are told, are incapable 
of being duly examined: Is Examination then the Bufinefs or Part of 
thoie who refer their Complaint, or or does it belong to thofe to 
whom it is referred? That Grievances are fuftained too heavy tobe 
longer endured, is a general Fact too grois to admit of a any Doubt, 
and confequently ‘to require Examination. The Part of inquiring 
into Particulars, and of correcting Abuafes, is referved for that Houle 
~ Parliament to which the Peeple have thought fit to make their 
eal. 
me The fecond Ground of Diffent is anfwered in Part by the laft 
Remark:; ‘bat let us-fairly confider every Fact alledged in the Petition, 
and fee what Proof was ee it order to warrant the feveral 
Allegations: , ia 
1. That we-are: engage ina oft expenfive and ‘aie riiiate War 
is a Fact that requires no Proof,” for the Pratefters have acknow- 
ledged that the prefent. Confederacy of our Enemies is ** the moft 
formidable Attack that -has-ever been made on Big gery Do- 
‘minions.’ } 
2. If a large Addition to the National. Debt stintr ited devi ie 
War require a Proof, this is indeed as heavy a Grievance asthe 
Debt itfelf; for a Suppofition that it is not a Matter'of Notoriety, 
is a Suppofition that the Nation is kept in Ignorance of its deareft 
‘Concerns. But I will now tell the Nation what the Debt con- 
tracted during the War has been: It amounted; at Chriftmas, . 
1779, toa Sum no lefs than £. 42,637,500, which’ is near one 
Fourth-of .a Debt that has been acéumulating for ‘near’ a hundred 
Years, and which now threatens'our Country with abfolute 4nd 
immediate Ruin. 
. That there has been alfo an heavy Accumulation of Tiscte,'t is a 
F act that required no Proof from external Teftimony:: The At: 
tendance of many Perfons prefent had’ been excifed ; every Freeholder 
in the'Room was conicious.that ‘* his Houfe is no longer his Cattle,” 
‘for here too the Excifeman has obtained an Entrance, and with it 
a Power to-impofe’ a‘ Tax according to his arbitrary Valuation. 
‘What Man was there who appeared at the Meeting, that required 
to be told he -was under an Obligation to ftate his own domeftic 
Eftablifhment, and'that‘a partial Poll-Tax, ‘that Badge of Slavery, 
had already taken Place, while, at a ‘Time when Trade and Agrti- 
culture have ceafed to give Employment to the Manufaéturer and 
Hufbandman, he is forced to pay fo much a Head: for every Fel- 
low-Creature he fhall redeem from Idlenefs or Want. 
Is the compelled Revolt of Ameética fuppofed to be a Secret, 
that the Decline of Frade and Mantfattures may feem to need a 
Proof? No ; it is a Fact of unanfwerable Notoriety, that the whole 
‘Weftern Continent is no longer the Purchafer of Britifh Com- 
G 2 modities ; 
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modities ; is then the Decline of Trade and Manufactures an In-= 
ference'that requires any farther Argument? 

'5- As.the Meeting confifted of Men. poffeffed of Freehold Eftates, 
the Decline of Land-Rents had .probably..a feeling Witnefs in the 
Perfon of every Individual ,préfent. 

6. The Decline of Trade, Manufaétures, and Land-Rents, affords 
the moft ample Proof:that our Refources are:diminifhed ; 

7. The Accumulation of -Taxes, .that. our Burdens are encreafed. 

Thus far the Facts are of uch a Nature, that an attempt to 
prove them.would have: been ridiculous, and therefore an Objec- 
tion grounded on their not. having been proved.is a mean and a dif- 
ingenuous Evafion. But the Objection does not pretend that any of 
the Facts were incapable of Proof, it only affirms that the Proof was 
not adduced at the Meeting ; more Shame tor many of the Protefters, 
af they thought it-wanting, for I-have little Doubt that they could 
have confirmed the remaining Affertions in the Petition from their 
own particular Knowledge. Could -not, :for .inftance, the Firft 
Lord.of the Admiralty have born Witnets, that, notwithftanding the 
calamitous and impoverifhed Condition of the Nation, much Public 
Money bas been tmprovidently -fquandered; and could he not, in. this. 
Cafe, have inconteftibly proved his Veracity, by fetting a (Detail of 

-his own Naval Adminiftration.againtt-a Navy Debt amounting to 
more than. bight Millions? Is it requifite to abet. his Lordthip’s 
‘Teftimony, .that exorbitant Emolumenrs are annexed to efficient 
Places ? If fo.let. the Keeper of. the Great Seal for Scotland, -and 
the Matter of the Buck-Hounds, be. called:on to communicate 
what they know -upon-the Subject. .But let us-reft in the fingle 
.Evidence of Samuel Martin, sE1q; ‘that Pexfons unmerited by public 
Service are.conferred; or let-this Gentleman inftance. that public 
Service by which he has merited his Penfion. ? | 

III. The third Ground of Diffent, which charges . Infnuations 
againft the Petition,..is itfelf- compofed of Infinuwations fo very dark, 
that I am unable ‘with any Certainty. to difcover its Obje@. If the 

Danger to the .Conftitution. be «collected from an explicit Declara- 
‘tion that.an unconftitutional Influence acquired by the Crown may prove 
fatal to the Liberties of this Country, it-can only be collected by 
Men who confider. our Conftitution to be an anlimited Monarchy ; 
who deem Liberty an Encroachment on: Prerogative; and tremble 
-when they-hear of Immunities - that are-not.derived.from the Con- 
ceflions of Defpotifm,; for it is only. fuch.a Conttitution that can be 
endangered by your {pirited Requifition. But how far is: this. fame 
‘dangerous Infinuation sujurious alfo-or difrefpeciful to Parliament? 
Does it imply a-farther Infiauation that any Portion of this uncon- 
ftitutional Influence is.exerted over the immaculate Members of ei- 
ther Houfe:; that Penfions or.the Emoluments of any Office or Si- 
necure conferred on them can poffibly exceed their infinite Merits? 
-No fuch Affertion has been made in the Petition: From.the Bofoms 

: | therefore 




















therefore of fome of the Protefters themfelves, and the Information 
that they may. pofflibly have imparted to others, the Inference mutt 
have been drawn; for nothing but a-conf{cious Conviction of Mind 
could ever have collected, from the-perfpicuous Language ot the 
Petition, the moft remote Infinuation injurious or difrefpectful. to 
Parliament. ExPLANATORY -Refolutions accompanied the Petttwn, 
this the Protefters acknowledge, they even -ebject it; from thefé 
then they had an Oppcrtunity of deriving fwch an ExPL ANATION 
as might have exempted the Petition, from a Charge that is only 
applicable to their own inconfiftent and unmeaning Affertions If 
Injury were threatened to Parliament in explicit Terms, in explicit 
‘Terms they fhould have {pecified the Source from which it was 


likely to flow: lf explicit Language menaced ‘Danger to the Con- - 


ftitution, in explicit Language they fhould have arraigned the Ex- 
prefiion that gave Kife to their Apprehenfions; they fhould have 
marked with an expéanatory Precifion the Point from which the 
‘overwhelming Ruin was about to proceed: but this Duty they 
have wickedly and traiteroufly neglected to perform, or what, 
bad as they are, -is full as probable, thefe ‘Charges againft the Pe- 
tition they do not believe :to be true; and thérefore, inftead of 
ftanding forth the intelligible Advocates of the Conftitution and of 
Parliamentary Dignity, terrified only at the Approaches ‘of private 
Ruin, they would avert the imminent Vengeance of their Country 
‘by exciting falfe Terrors; and by infinuating, in ambiguous 
Language, the Danger of public Evils which they do ‘not ap- 
prehend, deter us from foliciting an Enquiry, of: which they fee 
that their own Mifprifions muft conftitate the principal Subje@. 
iV. It is in the firft Place here neceflary to thank the protefting 
Lords for their unfolicited Jealoufy for the Rights, the Privileges, 
and the Freedom of the Commons of: Great-Britain in Parliament 
affembled: But their Lordthips are to learn that thefe Rights and 
Privileges, and this Freedom of difpofing of the National Purfe, are 
‘but the Rights, &c. of the Commons.cf Great-Britain that are not 
in Parliament afflembled:: They are Rights delegated, but not 
alienated, to them; and therefore that Part of the Petition, which 
relates to the granting of Supplies, is not an Attack on any original 
or independent Rights in that reprefentative Branch of our ‘Legi- 
lature; it is in Right of the People, and in Contradiftin@ion from 
the Lords that the Houfe of Commons has the exclufive Pefleffion 
of the National Purfe; and ther fore this Lord/y Vindication of the 
Rights of a deputed Body againft the peremptory Commands (had 
fuch been impoled) of its Principal, is a much heavier Attack upon 
their Rights than the Petition of the People them{elves, and argues to 
the following alarming Do@trine, thatthe Commons of England are 
not themfelves a Branch of the Legiflature, but that, exclufive of the 
People, there fubfifts an independent legiflative Power in the Houfe 
ef Commons. That this is “= the Cafe is acknowledged by the 
mokt 
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moft inveterate Enemies of Public Freedom: One of thefe‘has gone 
fo far as to confefs, that if.the People of England, or the Majority 
thereof, will concur in anyone Meafure, as for Inftance the grant- 
ang of their own Monecy-Bills, they herein fuperfede the Houfe of 
their Reprefentatives, which is-only deputed for the more commo- 
‘dious Gondu& of Public Affairs, and ‘from which the Public, by 
doing their own Bufinefs, of Courfe refume the Truft they had con- 
fided. The Part of the Petition therefore, which relates to the 

anting of the Supplies, comes:with peculiar Propriety from * that 

ranch of the legiflative Power,” which, according to Sir William 
Blackftone, ‘* fhould refide inithe whole Body of the People,” :toa 
Houle of Legiflature that ‘is -only conftituted by them: For the 
Houfe of Commons is ‘but a-Committee of the People ef England, 
.and.are as much-re{ponfible to them, .and.as fubject .to the Orders 
and InftruGtions of their conftituent Body, as any Sub-Committee of 
this deputed Legiflature is, or ever can be, tothe Houfe of Commons 
itfelf. The Power of ithe Freeholders of England is not ‘a -felf> 
conftituted Power.:” To.poflefs, and confequently, ‘when-Occafion 
alls, to exercife .it is their original, their natural, and their un- 
alienable Right; a Right which, my Countrymen, I ‘truft :to fee 
“you exert.in its own Vindication when your -Privileges are thus in- 
waded, and when you are told.by fome meddling, but indeed deeply- 
anterefted Peers of the Realm, (who have thought fit.to enter anillegal 
Proteft againft your-Proceedings) that the Purfe of the Nation.is not 
confided by you te your Reprefentatives, but a/ienated, and that with 
tthe Purfe you :have likewife relinguifhed your Claim to control 
their Profufion. : 

_V. If it thould appear, upon Enguiry, that the Exertions of the 
State have not been directed to falutary Ends, it will probably be in- 
4erred that they ought not to be.invigorated:: And if it fhould ap- 

ar that Confidence .in -Government would yive Vigour to fuch 

7 Tennis, it may perhaps be deemed a‘Reafon for refufing our 

Confidence. But if again it thould appear that the Want of gene- 
. ral Confidenas ‘has snot obftructed a fingle Meafure of Adminiftra- 
tion, (inafmuch.as they :have obtained from Parliament :the moft 
- uncontrolled Permiffion .and the moft unlimited Ability to purfue 
their own Line of Conduct) .it may :be thought a juft Inference to 
fay that the ‘Value -of Confidence, and every Advantage that could 
arife from :it, .has already -been put to the Trial. 

And now, miferable Fragment of a -thattered Empire that we 
are! What -have the ab a been? What Language can 
defcribe our prefent deplorable Situation?—And yet, while our 
tarnifhed Flag is in every Quarter.of the‘Globe flying from the fu- 

rior Force of France and Spain; while.our neglected Weft-India 
Foands are one, by one lapfing:from our lethargic Hands ; and while 

-even our own domettic Coafts lie unprotected from the Infults of 
our Enemies; exhanfted by an annual Addition of new and op- 
preflive 
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preflive Taxes, and deprived at the fame Time of our antient com- 
mercial Refources;; bereft of our Brethren, and oh of that Eme« 
y 


pire which their now alienated Hands once willingly defended for 
us; we are yet, I fay, called upon in this dreadful Moment of 
national Extinction, with Unanimity to repofe a Confidence.in the 
very Hands that have thus almoft blotted us out from the Face of 
the Earth, and, without a fingle Plea of Merit, to fhew’us why we 
fhould let them be popular, are even told that our Confidence in 
thefe Men is necefiary to the Defence of the State. Gracious God } 
Wherein dees this Neceffity confit? Is the Affertion accompanied 
even by a Promrfe of Minifterial Reformation ? No; and I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that it is only by a fteady Oppofition to the prefent 
improvident Syftem of Minifterial Prodigality, that our State can 
be defended; in this indeed your Unanimity will prove beneficial : 
To that Difidence, therefore, and thofe Su/pictons which the Cons 


‘duct of Adminiftration has been calculated to produce in the Minds . 


of his Majefty’s Subjects, and which you have expreffed (but not 
excited as this puerile Proteft alledges) in your Petition and Refo- 
lutions, adhere with fteady Perfeverance; inthis be perfectly w#a- 
-nimous, vd ‘when unconttitutional Inftuence fhall have -beea 
checked, and the Sources of Corruption fhall be-dried up, the tittle 
Interefts that now warp Men from the Difcharge of that Duty they 
owe to the Public, will vanith. You may then withdraw Sufpicion, 
for Meafures of an oppofite Nature will neceflarily be adopted, and 
to fuch Meafures I with the Vigour that a national Confidence may 
impart. : Rp Ripe | . 

VI . The fixth Ground of Diffent is no more than a-wilful Mifte- 
prefentation of the Intentions of the People at large, for I deny that 
the Difcontents of the Kingdom are faétious. They are grottnded 
in the Conduct of the very Men who proteft.. They are grounded 
on Reafons that muft for ever juftify fuch legal and conftitutional 
‘Meafures as¢hall be taken to remove them. Such Meafures only are 
profetied by the Refolutions that accotnpany the Petitions whence 
then have the Protefters been fupplied with Evidence that a Syftem 
is framed, on which it is intended to found new Powers, ‘or that 
any one Meafare is projected inconfiftent with, or fubverfive of, out 
once happy Conftitution?. Is. the Conftitution m Danger from the 
Reduétion of exorbitant Emolwments?. Does it totter when fine- 
-cure Places and unmerited Penfions are the Gbject of national In- 
dignation ? Does the Eftablifhment of a Correfpoadence, for the 
Purpofe of effectually promoting a rigid Frugahity i every Depart- 


ment of the State, lead to any general Calamity ? Or does a Plan to. 


fupport a laudable Reform in the Expenditure of Public Money, 
and the Appropriation ef all Savings upon a national Oecononty, 
to the Neceffities of the State, in fuch Manner as to the Wifdom of 
Parliament hall feem meet, tend to create Infurredtion | Confufion] 


end Anarchy! Or does it fo much as tend even to infufe a fingle 
H 2 Terror 
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‘Terror into the Breaft of -any one honeft Member of our Legifla- 
ture ? No Man, at any County-Meeting that I have heard of, has 
declared -that “he would fupport the People againft the King.” 
This would have been to declare that the King and the Public had 
feparate, nay oppofite Interefts, and -have juftified the Alarm ex- 
preffled by the Minifterial Protefters; {uch an Affertion, therefore, 
might have been juitly charged with a Tendency to Contufion, and | 
warranted an infitant Recourfe to defenfive Meafures : But now fo 
far from admitting the libellous Calumny, on thofe who have dared 
to call the Refolutions fac#ious I fling back the Charge of Faction, 
and declare that if Infurrection !Contufion! and Anarchy! fhould 
proceed from the prefent Purtuits of the Nation, they proceed-from 


' thofe who retufe their rightful Claims, and facrifice the Felicity of 


a People to the paltry Profits arifing from the Minifterial Depart- 
ments they refpectively fill. — 

The Inference then from the whole is, that our Petition and-Re- 
folutions (for thofe againft which their Exceptions have ‘been taken 
are the fame) remain, as they were before confidered -by every _ 
honeft Man, .conftitutional and of a beneficial Tendency, and that 


a fteady Purfuit of their Object is the Duty of every Perion who 


originally figned them, or.is.a Friend.to the state. 
| U 


Our obliging Correfpondents fhall be duly attended to, and their 
Favours refpeciively acknowledged, as the various Subjects of which 
they treat .come feverally under the Yorkfbire Freeholder s Confidera- 


Lion. ' 


My Nephew Luke is-requefted to forgive me for not publifhing the 
Verfes of nts Friend Tycha, as the Sulyect is.difmiffed. 


FP Any Letter (under ‘Cover to Mrs. Ward) directed to LAN- 
CELOT LACKRENT, E/Q; to be left at the Printing-Office in 
Coney-ftreet, York, Carriage or Poft paid, wil be duly attended 
£0. 


York: Printed by A. Warp, and fold by all the Bookfellers in 


Yorkthire, and J. Aumon, Piccadilly, London, Price Tworence. 





